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INTRODUCTION
Elevated above the landscape and built on an old anthill
lies Nambu Camp, located in the heart of the Greater
Kruger in the Balule Game Reserve. This 6-bedroom
safari camp overlooks a winding dry riverbed, bustling
waterhole and the Drakensberg Mountain range which
carves across the distant skyline. Views of this wilderness
are framed by the lodge’s unique and open design.
The camp has been in the Drinkwater family for almost
40 years, passed down through the generations and
home to many memories with both family and friends.
The name Nambu means ‘river’ in the local language of
IsiThonga, and this unique lodge has many ties to this
natural source that flows through the traverse. From the
family name to the flowing waters of the Olifant’s River
nearby. Tawny eagles soar above and herds of elephants
drink down below; this hilltop lodge is certainly a wildlife
haven surrounded by nature.
During the heat of the day, relax by the camp’s poolside
or bird watch from the lodge’s vast viewing platform
before a mid-day brunch up at the main camp. Here at
Nambu there are two activities per day, situated in a big
five reserve head out on foot or on safari and explore this
vast and diverse landscape, you never know what you
may find here in South Africa’s true wilderness.

AT A GLANCE
 /$0SR`]][aOTO`WZ]RUSZ]QObSRW\bVS0OZcZS
Reserve, 16.2km from Hoedspruit
 4W`abOQbWdWbg]TbVSROg(/!V]c`SO`Zg[]`\W\UaOTO`W
out on the reserve with a bush-style coffee stop
before heading back to camp for a light and healthy
breakfast.
 2c`W\UbVSVSOb]TbVSROg`SZOfW\bVSZObS[]`\W\U
whilst watching the wildlife below and the birds
throughout camp before brunch is served at 1pm at

the lodge.
 <O[Pc¸aa^OQW]cadWSeW\U^ZObT]`[]dS`Z]]YaOR`g
riverbed and waterhole where many of the bushveld’s
inhabitants come to visit, from herd of elephants,
towering giraffes, to the nocturnal and elusive
predators.
 /ZO`USb`OdS`aSO`SOeWbVbVS=ZWTO\b¸a@WdS``c\\W\U
through the reserve, rocky outcrops, drainage lines
and natural springs, which makes for incredible game
viewing amongst the landscape scenery.
 AW[^ZSgSb[]RS`\O\RabgZWaVQcWaW\SWaaS`dSR
in the open dining area which overlooks the vast
landscape below.
 ASQ]\ROQbWdWbg]TbVSROg(ASb]TT]\OZObSOTbS`\]]\
game drive to explore more of this diverse reserve.
After a few hours out on safari and just before
the sun sets, share a drink and a game of croquet
together at one of the many scenic spots, whether
it’s down by the river watching the hippo pod or
high on an outcrop facing the Drakensberg Mountain
range and the changing colours of an iconic African
sunset. You’ll then head back to camp for drinks
around the fire before dinner is served.
 <Obc`OZaOTO`WabgZSR{Q]`bV`]cUV]cb`OWaSR
wooden pathways lead the way through the camp
and gardens.
 AeW[[W\U^]]ZO\Rac\Z]c\USaeWbVPcaVdSZRO\R
mountain views.
 /PW`RW\U^O`ORWaS³;O\ga^SQWSa]TPW`RaO`ST]c\R
throughout the reserve, from the vibrant sunbirds in
the camp’s garden, the rare pel’s fishing owl down
at river to the tawny eagles that nest in front of the
lodge, Nambu’s viewing deck is the perfect place to
sit back and spot all nature.

FACILITIES & YEARLY FEATURES
 $aOTO`WabgZSS\acWbSPSR`]][aZ]QObSRO[]\Uab
the trees with king size beds, modern bathrooms
overlooking the bushveld with double showers and

an outside deck. (Twin beds also available)
 /QQ][[]RObW\Uc^b] ^S]^ZS<O[PcWaO_cWSb
and intimate safari camp.
 4`O[SRaQS\WQdWSeaT`][bVSc^^S`RSQYO\RO\
open-air viewing platform below.
 /W`Q]\RWbW]\W\U=dS`VSORTO\aW\OZZ`]][a
 BSO1]TTSS[OYW\UTOQWZWbWSaW\SOQV`]][
 0ObV`]][^`]RcQbaO`Sac^^ZWSR
 AeW[[W\U^]]ZZ]QObSR]\Z]eS`RSQYeWbV
waterhole views
 AVORSRO\RQ][T]`bOPZSZ]c\USO`SOa]\P]bVc^^S`
and lower decks, perfect for wildlife viewing
 :]RUSP][OO`SOO\RTW`S^ZOQS4W`SaO`SZWbPST]`S
the evening meal is served.
 2OWZgbc`\R]e\aS`dWQS:Oc\R`gOdOWZOPZSc^]\
request
 EWTWOdOWZOPZSObbVSZ]RUS
 <O[Pc/`bWab@SaWRS\Qg
 <O[PcG]UO@Sb`SOb

ACTIVITIES
 Game Drives³/!V]c`[]`\W\U V]c`OTbS`\]]\
safari in a big five private concession in the Balule
Game Reserve, which forms part of the Greater
Kruger. Learn about the flora and fauna of the African
bush. Early morning’s and late evening’s are the best
time for game viewing. Stop for morning coffee or an
evening sundowner during your safari drives.
 Morning Walk³2c`W\Ug]c`abOgVS`SOb<O[Pc
there is an option to swap out one of the morning
safari drives for a morning walk. Head out at
sunrise, walk through the riverbed and along to
the river. Walking in the wild not only allows you
to get up close to nature, but you gain a more in
depth understanding of the bushveld around you,
everything from the tracks to the trees. There are
many archaeological sites dotted throughout the
reserve so walking allows you to explore these areas
and different artefacts from hand axes, milling stones

to soap stones which date back to the late stone age
between 9,000- 12,000 years old.
 Kruger National Park Day-Trip³3f^S`WS\QSOTcZZ
day-trip to the abundant and beautiful Kruger
National Park with a private safari guide. Game
viewing in the park is exceptional, leave the lodge in
the early morning with a packed-breakfast and spend
the entire day exploring the park searching for many
of South Africa’s iconic animals before returning to
camp for dinner.
 Private Panoramic day-trips - One of the most scenic
drives in South Africa. Take a day to explore the
views of this dramatic landscape, stopping off at the
many viewpoints along this picturesque journey.
 Bird-watching³:WabS\O\RZ]]Y]cbT]`[O\g]TbVS
bird species found here in the reserve and here at
Camp. According to BLSA there are over 839 species
of birds found here in South Africa, so it always helps
having a pair of binoculars to hand, also our guides
are always happy to help identify the birds you see.

TYPICAL DAY AT NAMBU CAMP

LOCATION & DIRECTIONS

Daily schedules change according to what guests have
planned or pre-booked for the duration of their stay.
A typical day at Nambu will include 2 activities, a light
breakfast, a hearty and healthy brunch, sundowner
drinks & games. Finally ending the day with an elegant
evening dinner.

Nambu Camp is located in the big five Balule Private
Game Reserve in the heart of the Greater Kruger, 16.2 km
outside of Hoedspruit. The Eastgate Airport is a short
45-minute drive away, making it easily accessible for
fly-in guests, while many might choose to self-drive from
Johannesburg, which is a scenic 5-hour drive away.

 05h00:EOYSc^1OZZ;]`\W\U1]TTSS@caYa
 05h30:;]`\W\U5O[S2`WdS0caVEOZY2S^O`ba
 09h00: Head back to camp for a light breakfast
overlooking the riverbed
 01h00: Head down to the lodge where brunch is
served
 16h30: Afternoon Game Drive Departs
 18h00: Ac\aSb2`W\Ya1O\O^{a5O[Sa
 19h00: Freshen up after the safari, take a seat round
the roaring fire before an elegant and delicious
evening meal is served.

Nambu Camp is easily accessible for self-driving guests.
Directions as follows:

Please note: Game drive times alter slightly on a seasonal
basis.

From Hoedspruit:
 :SOdW\UbVSb]e\]T6]SRa^`cWbbOYSbVS@"
towards Phalaborwa
 B`OdSZ$ YWZ][SbS`a]\bVS@"b]`SOQVbVS0OZcZS
³=ZWTO\baESab5ObS]\g]c``WUVbBc`\`WUVbW\b]bVS
Balule boom gate.
 BVSUObSUcO`ReWZZOaYg]c`RSabW\ObW]\(<O[Pc
Camp.
 G]ceWZZPSOaYSRb]TWZZW\OdWaWb]`¸a^S`[WbO\R
to make a payment of R50 per car and R100
conservation fee (per person)
 2W`SQbZgOTbS`bVSS\b`O\QSUObSbOYSOaVO`^ZSTbO\R
drive along the fence for 890m. Keep right once you
get to a road named Maroela Laan.
 1]\bW\cSOZ]\UbVWa`]ORT]`#%Y[c\bWZg]cUSbb]O
T-junction.
 BOYSOZSTbbVS\O\W[[SRWObS`WUVbeVS`Sg]ceWZZ
see the Nambu Camp sign.
 1]\bW\cS]\bVWa`]ORT]`OaV]`b"[O\Rbc`\`WUVb
up a slight incline for 80m
 BOYSOZSTbO\RT]ZZ]eO`]QYg`]ORT]`$[O\Rg]c
will reach the entrance to Nambu Camp.
From Johannesburg:
 3fWbW\U=@BO[P]bOYSbVS@ 0]YaPc`U
[]b]`eOgO\RbVS\bVS< b]eO`REWbPO\Y
eMalahleni
 BVS< [S`USaeWbVbVS<"1]\bW\cS]\bVS<"
through Middelburg.
 /bbVS@!!bc`\]TTbc`\ab]eO`Ra0SZTOab

 7\0SZTOabT]ZZ]ebVSaWU\ab]2cZZab`]][@#"
 B`OdSZbV`]cUV2cZZab`]][b]eO`R:gRS\Pc`U
Mashishing on the R540, and continue to Ohrigstad
(R36).
 /b=V`WUabORT]ZZ]ebVS`]ORb]6]SRa^`cWb@# %
 4`][VS`SbVS`]ORZSORaT`][bVS6WUVdSZRR]e\b]
the Lowveld as you descend the escarpment.
 3\bS`W\U6]SRa^`cWbbc`\ZSTbb]>VOZOP]`eO]\@"
 B`OdSZ$ YWZ][SbS`a]\bVS@"b]`SOQVbVS0OZcZS
³=ZWTO\b¸aESab5ObS]\g]c``WUVbBc`\`WUVbW\b]bVS
Balule boom gate.
 BVSUObSUcO`ReWZZOaYg]c`RSabW\ObW]\(<O[Pc
Camp.
 G]ceWZZPSOaYSRb]TWZZW\OdWaWb]`¸a^S`[WbO\R
to make a payment of R50 per car and R100
conservation fee (per person)
 2W`SQbZgOTbS`bVSS\b`O\QSUObSbOYSOaVO`^ZSTbO\R
drive along the fence for 890m. Keep right once you
get to a road named Maroela Laan.
 1]\bW\cSOZ]\UbVWa`]ORT]`#%Y[c\bWZg]cUSbb]O
T-junction.
 BOYSOZSTbbVS\O\W[[SRWObS`WUVbeVS`Sg]ceWZZ
see the Nambu Camp sign.
 1]\bW\cS]\bVWa`]ORT]`OaV]`b"[O\Rbc`\`WUVb
up a slight incline for 80m
 BOYSOZSTbO\RT]ZZ]eO`]QYg`]ORT]`$[O\Rg]c
will reach the entrance to Nambu Camp.
From Nelspruit:
 4`][;P][PSZ<SZa^`cWb^`]QSSRW\bVSRW`SQbW]\
of White River on the R537.
 /TbS`EVWbS@WdS`bOYSbVS@"b]6OhgdWSe4]ZZ]e
this road until you reach a T-junction.
 Bc`\ZSTbObbVSBXc\QbW]\g]cO`SabWZZ]\bVS@"
drive through Hazyview.
 /bbVST]c`eOgab]^Q]\bW\cSab`OWUVb]\bVS@"
past Bosbokrand (Bushbuck Ridge) and Acornhoek.
 /TbS`/Q]`\V]SYbVS@"eWZZQ]\bW\cS\]`bVeO`Ra
b]eO`Ra6]SRa^`cWb>VOZOP]`eO
 3\bS`W\U6]SRa^`cWbT]ZZ]ebVS@"b]>VOZOP]`eO

 B`OdSZ$ YWZ][Sb`Sa]\bVS@"b]`SOQVbVS0OZcZS
³=ZWTO\b¸aESab5ObS]\g]c``WUVbBc`\`WUVbW\b]bVS
Balule boom gate.
 BVSUObSUcO`ReWZZOaYg]c`RSabW\ObW]\(<O[Pc
Camp.
 G]ceWZZPSOaYSRb]TWZZW\OdWaWb]`¸a^S`[WbO\R
to make a payment of R50 per car and R100 per
person. This nature conservation fee is for your
private account.
 2W`SQbZgOTbS`bVSS\b`O\QSUObSbOYSOaVO`^ZSTbO\R
drive along the fence for 890m. Keep right once you
get to a road named Maroela Laan.
 1]\bW\cSOZ]\UbVWa`]ORT]`#%Y[c\bWZg]cUSbb]O
T-junction.
 BOYSOZSTbbVS\O\W[[SRWObS`WUVbeVS`Sg]ceWZZ
see the Nambu Camp sign.
 1]\bW\cS]\bVWa`]ORT]`OaV]`b"[O\Rbc`\`WUVb
up a slight incline for 80m
 BOYSOZSTbO\RT]ZZ]eO`]QYg`]ORT]`$[O\Rg]c
will reach the entrance to Nambu Camp.

CHILD POLICY
Children over the age of 8 are welcome here at Nambu
Camp.

GENERAL TRAVEL INFO:
Weather
The average mean rainfall for the year is 350mm, with
most rainfall occurring during mid-summer (November
- February). The rainfall generally occurs in the form of
thunderstorms where a downpour is experienced, very
seldom lasting longer than a few hours. The average
maximum temperatures range from 24°C in July to 34°C
in January with the average minimum occurring in July
at a temperature of 8.5°C.
Wildlife
Nambu Camp is built in the heart of the Balule Private
Nature Reserve which is open to the Kruger National
Park. This wild and diverse reserve is home to the big
five and overall a vast array of wildlife. The camp itself
overlooks a winding dry riverbed and waterhole and
there are also natural springs dotted in the riverbed,
many animals are drawn to the little oasis. This
undulating landscape means that there are many great
vantage points perfect for spotting any movement
below from the towering giraffes, herds of elephants
to the bushveld’s predators. The flowing waters of the
Olifant’s River run through the reserve and life can
always be found here and you’re almost guaranteed to
see large pods of hippo and basking crocodiles. The
Balule birdlife is second to none with a huge variety of
riverine species drawn to the winding waterway. The
rare pel’s fishing owl has quite often been seen as well
as kingfishers, herons, vultures and many eagle species.
However, a perfect location to observe the birdlife, is
ObbVSQO[^WbaSZT³eVS`SObOe\gSOUZS¸a\SabQO\PS
seen in front and vibrant sunbirds are attracted by the
flourishing gardens here at Nambu. Bird-watching at
camp is a true highlight.
Malaria
Before travelling, guests are encouraged to consult their

local doctors on anti-malarial medication in preparation
for their visit to the Lowveld. Insect repellent should
also be utilised.

WHAT TO PACK
The climate in the Kruger Lowveld brings the hot
summer months between October and April when
the rainfall is high, and so is the temperature, reaching
over 40 degrees Celsius. The dry winter months begin
W\;OgO\RQO``g]\c\bWZ=Qb]PS`<]dS[PS`Rc`W\U
which time the weather is mild during the day with
temperatures averaging mid- high 20s, while very cold
in the evenings and early mornings.
 BV`]cUV]cbbVSgSO`eS`SQ][[S\R^OQYW\U
lightweight, neutral-coloured clothing with short
sleeves
 0`W\Uac\^`]bSQbW]\W\bVST]`[]Tac\PZ]QYac\
hats, and glasses.
 7\aSQb@S^SZZS\b
 AQO`TaXOQYSbaO\RUZ]dSaO`S\SSRSRT]`SO`Zg
mornings on game drive, especially in winter.
 1][T]`bOPZSeOZYW\UaV]SaOaeSZZOa]^S\aO\ROZa
for when the weather is hot.
 1O[S`Oa0W\]QcZO`aT]`bVS[O\geWZRZWTSaWUVbW\Ua
and day-trips on your visit to South Africa
 /RO^b]`^ZcU

